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Deep Water Lionfish Trap Research

Modified Lobster Trap

Lionfish Trap Designs

Gittings NonContainment Trap

modified standard wire spiny lobster trap

narrowed funnel to omit regulation size lobsters and larger fish 

escape gaps to allow undersized lobsters and small fish to swim out 

designed by Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 

design will capture fish present around fad at retrieval

lionfish tend to congregate around structure on ocean floor: the fad

provides that structure

Constructed with inexpensive materials and a weldless frame

Designed to reduce risk of bycatch, entanglement, and ghost fishing 

a rebar frame, netting, plastic mesh fencing 

and a lattice fad (fish aggregation device) 
TRAP 

COMPONENTS
standard wire spiny lobster trap, two vertical

escape gaps, narrowed plastic throat opening 

photo by alex fogg

About the project
Employing the expertise of florida keys lobster fishermen

project partners with noaa, Florida fish and wildlife conservation

commission (fwc), and commercial fishermen

determining the efficacy of lionfish traps off the florida keys 

no bait to attract non-targeted species reducing bycatch

target lionfish in deep water outside of recreational scuba limits

support efforts to meet the increasing demand for lionfish in the

seafood market

similarities of trap designs
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